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PERISCOPE. 


contract between himself and God. Isaac Vigneaux believed 
that God was his partner in the liquor business. The Almighty 
was to give His blessing in lieu of capital, and His share of the 
profits was to be given to the poor. Isaac prospered, at all events ; 
and every year regularly distributed 7,323 francs, 35 centimes to 
the poor of the city. Ball regards this man as at least of doubt¬ 
ful mental condition, guided, no doubt, by the agnostic spirit so 
prevalent at present. It is scarcely scientific to look upon the 
case from this stand-point, and Dr. Chatelain, who viewed it 
from the stand-point of religious people, regarded the man as 
sane. The truth about this case is, that the man was a devout in¬ 
dividual, who had the highest respect for business forms, and 
made a covenant with the Deity in this manner. As Dr. Ray says 
(“ Mental Pathology ”), the procedure, other than its name, was a 
measure adopted by very religious people of unquestionable 
sanity. A partnership was the man’s idea of the proper method 
of doing business. He did not imagine God was partner with him 
other than in the sense He was partner with every Christian who 
covenanted with Him; but this idea of partnership was Mr. 
Vigneaux’s way of expressing intimate relationship. It was, as 
Ray says, only an eccentricity in the true sense of that term ; 
doing a very proper thing in an unusual manner. This man was, 
however, a notary, and it may be asked : Why did he expose his 
will to the possible chance of rejection by such a procedure if he 
were a sane man ? Here, curiously enough, turns up a circum¬ 
stance creditable to his acumen as a lawyer. In the fourth vol¬ 
ume of Causes Calibres, published in Paris in 1736 by Jean de 
Nully, is to be found a similar case, in which the Court decided 
that such a contract was no evidence of insanity. As Ray (“ Men¬ 
tal Pathology ”) says, it can scarcely be doubted that Vigneaux’s 
professional studies included these Causes C'elibres, which are well 
known to every French lawyer. Vigneaux did not entirely dis¬ 
inherit his heirs, and on his will being refused probate they dis¬ 
posed of the property as he directed. 


Transitory Furor from Quinine. —Dr. F. Delafield, at a 
meeting of the New York Medical and Surgical Society, reported 
a case of transitory furor ( mania transitoria ) caused by a large 
dose of quinine. The excitement disappeared in a few hours. 
Cases of insanity of like causation have been reported by Kiernan 
(Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, October, 1880). 
They are, perhaps, more frequent than is generally supposed. 


French Procedures in Murders by the Insane. —Accord¬ 
ing to the Detroit Lancet, in France-a lunatic who commits a mur¬ 
der is not always tried. A certificate often locks him up for life, 
or until his recovery. This system is not very satisfactory, be¬ 
cause it leaves a large margin for arbitrary favor. Attschuller, 
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the Prussian who fired at random on the crowd on the Boulevard 
des It aliens, Paris, killed two persons and wounded two others, 
since he is deemed a lunatic will not be tried for murder. Being 
a foreigner, the French Government will not keep him out of the 
way of doing more harm, but simply expel him as a dangerous 
person, and the foreign nation to which he will be sent must look 
out and deal with him as it sees fit. At one time patients were 
largely exported to the United States, by Switzerland and France, 
who had committed minor delinquencies. 


Insanity from Carbonic-oxide Poisoning. —Dr. R. Grauck 
( Charitd-Annalen , 1883, S. 402) reports a case in which, after 
carbonic-oxide poisoning, there resulted a dementia with subse¬ 
quent unsystematized delusions and silly talk. The patient died 
suddenly, and marked cerebral changes, evidently of a secondary 
nature, were found on autopsy. A second patient remained for 
twenty-four hours unconscious after the poisoning. For a month 
thereafter dementia of the stuporous variety was present. In five 
months the patient recovered. Moreau (de Tours) has observed 
similar cases. 


Katatonia. —This psychosis, first described by Kahlbaum, 
whose results were corroborated by Hecker, Brosius, Kiernan, 
Lafenauer, and others, formed the subject of a paper read before 
the New York Neurological Society by Dr. W. A. Hammond 
(New York Medical Journal , May 5, 1883). He reports the 
following cases: In one case, a merchant, the first symptom 
noticed by Dr. Hammond was a condition of exaltation ; he 
entered the office with all the airs of a prince, and answered all 
questions by repeating in a supercilious way, “And the Lord 
spake unto Moses, saying.” This he repeated during the entire 
visit. Eight days previously, without any assignable cause, he 
had passed into a condition of melancholia attonita. By extend¬ 
ing his arm at right angles to his side, it was noticed that it 
remained in that position for thirteen minutes, and then descended 
slowly to his side. Ophthalmoscopic examination being demanded, 
the patient would not enter the dark room. Upon endeavoring to 
carry him there, he at once became as rigid as a bar of iron—his 
muscles were in a state of extreme tension. This patient dis¬ 
played one of the symptoms called “ verbigeration ” by Kahlbaum 
in a very striking manner on a second visit. He began to speak 
in a staccato manner—“ I-think-I-shall-go-to-the-theatre-to-night- 
te-see-Booth-in-Ham-let.” On being asked why he spoke in this 
manner, he said: “Be-cause-I-choose-to-do-as-I-choose-to-do, and 
that-is-why-I-speak-as-I-choose-to-speak.” “But,” said Dr. Ham¬ 
mond, “it is a silly way of talking.” “ I-came-to-you-for-med-i- 
cal-advice,-and-not-for-a-les-son-in-elocution.” A second case, a 
young German, exhibited the cataleptoid condition, a tendency to 
utter high-flown language, and to assume histrionic attitudes, ex¬ 
claiming at intervals : “ My lord, it shall be done ! ” He had 



